
Overview:

The Homework Gap

There are roughly 3 million households with school-age children but no or 
unreliable at-home broadband access that fall into the “Homework Gap” 

AS OF OCTOBER 2018

Strengths and weaknesses of potential options for accessing fixed wireless internet 
outside of the home

17% of teens are often or 
sometimes unable to complete 
homework due to a lack of a 
reliable computer or internet 
connection

• 2 million children live in households 
that rely exclusively on cellular 
networks

• Students without internet access 
are more likely to lag behind in 
education and are less competitive 
in the workforce

• 70% of teachers assign homework 
that requires an internet connection

• 60% of schools have adopted 
strategies to increase student 
broadband access outside of 
schools

Limitations to e-learningChildren in low-income households are significantly less 
likely to have at-home broadband access

Sources: Benton Institute for Broadband and Society, Government Accountability Office, National Journal, Pew Research Center.
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